U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

April 12, 2010

The Honorable Ron Wyden
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wyden:

This responds to your letter, dated February 19, 2010, regarding correspondence you
enclosed from Portland City Commissioner Dan Saltzman, concerning his request for an
independent investigation into the January 29, 2010, shooting death of Aaron Campbell by
Portland Police Bureau officers. An identical response is being sent to Representative
Blumenauer, who joined in your letter.

The Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division enforces the federal criminal civil
rights statutes that pertain to incidents of official misconduct and violent bias-motivated crimes.
Much of our enforcement activity relates to the investigation and prosecution of deprivations of
civil rights under color of law. These matters generally involve allegations of excessive physical
force by law enforcement officers.

We have asked the Federal Bureau of Investigation to open an investigation into this
matter. The investigative results will be forwarded to the Criminal Section for analysis. You can
be assured that if the evidence shows that there is a prosecutable violation of any federal criminal
civil rights statutes, appropriate action will be taken.

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may be of assistance with this, or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General



